ANSVVERETYS 


OF THE VICECHAN- 


CELOYR, THE DOCTORS, 
both the Proctors , and other the 


Heads of Houſes in the Vniverſi- 
tie of Oxford: 


(:Aoreeable , ondoubtedly, to the int and Vuiforme 


opinion,of allthe Deanes and Chapters,endalls- 
ther the learned and obedient Clearey, 
in the (burch of England.) . "I. il 
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Church of England, deſuing Reformation of cer« 
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Beware of the Conci/ion. Philip: 3.2. 


Cum ſub ſpecie ſtudjj perfeRionis, imperfeRionem 'nullam tolerare poſſiz- 
mus , autin Corpore, aurin membris Ecclefiz : tunc Diabokum nos t= 
.mefacere ſuperbia,& hypocriſi ſeducere,moneamur. 
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WISE AND VERTVOVS PRINCE, 
our moſt Gracious and dread Sove- 


.raione, AMES bythe Grace of God 


King of England,Scotland, France 
| aud Jreland, defender of tbe 
faith, ee. 


HE awefullregard & high Reverence, 
which in duty we owe, &cinall ourde- 
meanure weedeſire to performe, vnto 
that Sacred Perſou, which it hath pleaſed 
the Lord our God,becauſe he loved vs, 
toſet ypon bu throne as King, in b« 
ſteedeto rule over vs;togither with the 
2 detecſtati6 that we coccave of theirpro- 

fanc audacity, & vngodly preſumption, 
that haye adventured to put into thoſe Maieftious hands,(farre 
vnfit tobe ſo familiarly abuſed)yery Libels,& lewd Calumuia» 
tiss of the preſent State,vnder a pretence of Humble Pititions 8c 
Loyal advertiſements; bath cauſed vs ( moſt Graciousand moſt 
dread Soveraigne,) to forbeare nowa good while, and towithe 
hold thetendering ofrb% our religious, (though otherwiſe bue 
weake 8nd ſlender)ſervice,from your owne moſt Excellent and 
Royalpreſence; vntill f-fit had ſtaide forthe Concurrency of 
that other famous Vniverlitic; &rben allo had atteded the graue 
& prudent approbation of Them, ynto whom in diſeretion'wee 
weretoreparre, & by whoin duty weareto be direted in mar 

But now that we may,” both ſafely vndertake before God and 


men,tha our principal purpoſe bevers,is the Propugnation of us 
ah SV:=->- lacred 
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 acred Truth,the mainetenaunce of your Maieſties Lawes, the 
© PeaceofthisChurch,the quiet of the Common-wealthz& with 
al,do perceive by ſome apparant Arguments,that in their iudge« 
; ments, whereon we may bettercely,thzn vpon.our owne , there 
is no point bereiw, thatis like toabalienate rhe gracious Favour, 
| norto impairethe Princely Clemency , which of late itplealed 
| your mo{t Excellent Maie ty coextend generally vnto vs all, Sc 
| fiacethacalſo,vnto ſome One of our Socteries in particular; (for 
; Which we doevec yeeld moſt humble & al: poſſible thanks: ) we 
| are therefore emboldened nowe aclength,ro offer vp vnto your 

molt learned and Religious view,this our Anſwere tothe Refor + 
| wort Petition, and henectorth do lay it downe at your Marches 
feet. From whence wharſoc ver ſentence it ſhall receaue, ,weare 


ready,as becommeth vs,in all humility and contenement,there= 
withall ro repoleour ſelues and relt ſatilfied, | 

And this(we confefle,what g;eat cofprt to our doubting and 
diſmayed minds.)JWe now the ;ather adventure to dv; becauſe 
we hauelately ſeene, & thereby plainely vader{tand,how theſe 
our deſires & endevours,forthe preſervation of our Church goe 
vernnentahoughincheirlow & lowly place, doe nay the lefle, 
retaineadueconforwity with thoſe Noble Aﬀts & Memorable 
Defiznements(ſuch as are The ratifying of che Comunis Books 
The publiſhing of that Proclamation, Otob,24. The Iniundis 
tothe L, Archb, fortherepreſſing of Novelties inthe Charchy 
The latention to provide of thoſe Cures,that ſuffer defeR,) 

By which your Maieſty hath made knowne , your Gracious 
Refolution,and Princely purpoſe as well touching the Doftrine 
& Diſcipline,the Service & Ceremonics now taught & eltabli« 
ſhed in this Realm, as piſo cocerningthe Miniſters of the Goſpel 
C their better Maintenance,their better ability ro teach & theie 
greaterdiligenceinteaching,through out thiswholekingdome,, 

'Voto which Worthy Workes & moſt,Chriſtian proieGts, ins 
ſpurcd from «bone. & managed with ſinguler wiſdome & gadlines, 
wecan but applaude,with ſhoutings & great joy,crying as it,s im 

. the Prophet:Grece,Grace vnioit, That as they proceede fromthe 
abyadant G-ace&cgoodnes of Gad rg infuſed jato your 


Royall hare ſothey may redgbd go HighGrere & Glory ofya0e | 
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Moſt Excellent Maieftie. 


Maicſtiermoſt godly Government; fromgenerationto generd< 
tion, And farther, Wemoſtharcely defire,tharthe Nobility; the 
Gearry,& other ot rhe Commoas that haue power & epportu= 
nity/by reaſon of their Immpropriatians to put to: their helping 
hands:will be no leſſe willing to ſet forward thelaſt of choſere» 
ligious Defignes,then the two Vniverſities,thar like poore Wids 
dowes with thei 2, Mites,are ready even to-their vttermoſt, by 
ſuch coavenient meanes as may ſtand with their ſeverall States, 
to accomplihthe ſame, Nor that onely,but alſo arc able & wil. 
ling(vpon notice of your Maieſties Plealure)ro propoſe ſome 0+ 
ther meanes for the amending ofthe State of the Cleargy ; ſuch 
as ſhall beoffeaſiue{we.hoape)vnto none that eſteeme ofthem 
as of the Mniſers of Chriſt, and aiiþ5ſers of the ſecrets of God: + 


So may that come to paſſe, which Malachy ſpeaketh. ,,There Mai3:7. 


may be tore of meate inthe Lordr bouſe, and then ler vs proue him 
therewith, if He will not open the windowes of neaven vnto vs 
and power vs out a bleſſing without meaſure, Now the moſt high 
God, chat when hee devided tothe Nations their Inheritaunce 
and ſeperated the Sonnes of Adant, / appeiftted the borders of 
this People and ordained that inthe fulneſſeof Time, your Ma- 
ie{tic ſhould fit vpon the Throne, and ſway the Seepter of rh# 
Kingdome; thernviſible and only wiſe God, HR taken 
your Maielly as a brande out of the fire, or as that Sheepe of Das 
vids flacke,out ofthe mouth of the Lyon,and paws ofthe Beare, 
to make you che Head of many Natioas, andidfer you. [ifthe 
time of our Calamity ) a8 an hyding placefromehe winde, asa 
refuge ſrom-che tempeſt;as Riversof water m'aYry Place, as the - 
ſhiddow of a great Rocke in aweary lande; to as many 1s this 
Realne,asloue the Peace ofthe Goſpell of Chriſt ; and there+ 
with a!l hath given your Maicſty Davids Hart,cocommon with -: 
your Pcncelylelfe, and ſay Quid retribuem? V Vhat ſhall I 
rendertothe Lordfor all his mercies towardes mes He profper 
the worke of his owne hands;he perfeQin your Maieſties hands 
theworkethac he hath begun, varill theday of Chalft; He grus 
your Miteſty along Life,a ſecure Kingdome,a ſafe Houſe, yali« _ 
ant Armues,a faithfyl Senateloyal SubieQs,the Worldar peace, 
vad whatſocyerthe heart of y_ or of a Monarch may defire. 
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To the Kings 

He grantthattheKing,and the Kinges Sonne, and the Kinges 
; SonnesSonne, formany generations may raigne over vin all 
| happines (ifirbe his will) even as long as the CHoove endureths 
| and whenthereſhall bee an end oftheir|Times, give both Him | 
1 | and Ther that Inhericance Immortall and Vadefiled that fa- , 
| deth not away, reſerved forthem in Heaven. | 


Your Maieſties moſthumble SubicRes, 


and durifull Servants | 
, 
The Vicechancelonr , the Doftors, the Proffors, 


and other the heades of Houſes in the ; 
Vniverſitie of Oxford, 


# J : * | : —1 / 
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TO THE MOST REVEREND, 
and Right Honorable the L. Archb. of ( anterbury 
his Grace , Primate and Metropotitane of all Eng« 
land: the L. Buchurit, L. High Treaſurer of Eng- 
land, and Chancelour of the Vnirverſity of Oxford: 
the L. ( ecill of Efingden , Principall Secretarie to 
his Mateitie , and Chancelour of the V/nirverſity of 
(ambridge , Lords of his Mateſties moſt Honorable 
Pricvie Counſell. 


ANY andexcellent werethe bleſ- 
Je (ings, which itpleaſed Almightie 
a) God to beſtow vpon this Nation, 
>f by the Miniſtery of his choſen ſer- | 
& vant ourlate Soveraigne; yet none 4 
N Ny of thEwere comparable vntotheſe, E 
(C | 4 the Purity of Religion, perpetually 

| ſupported by one Vnitorme moſt 
ancient kind of commendable Church government;and = 
the plenty of al manner of good learning, abundantly de» 
rived from the two Vel-ſprings therof,intoalthe parts, 
both of the Church and Common-wealth, For the con- 
tinuance , both ofthem andthe reſt, it was her wiſe and 
happy care, to ſeleR and take neere vntoher ———_ 
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Men of rare Endowments & perſonal gifts,men of deepe 
iudgement, long experience, great moderation , loving 
learning and fearing God. Whom therefore ſhee did 
placein chiefeſt authority vnder her,that vnder her they 


- might be the greater comfort tothe M iniſtery , the bet= 


ter encouragement vnto learning,the more nobie coun- 


renarice to Religion,and as the Prophet ſpeaketh * /ex 2s 
bleſinrs tothe who'eland” 

In this honorable rancke we cannot, ( Moſt Reverend 
and Right Honorable)withour open wrong,but acknow. 
ledge your Lordſhips to be ſecond vntonone of all your 
predeceflors. The long, experience that this kingdome 
bath had, of your honorable Imployments for the main- 
renance ot Religion and learning,as your ſcverall places 
doe ſpecially require,would checke our want of duty, if 
wediddiſlembleit; andfilence the. detraCtion of any 0+ 
ther,that ſhould goe abour to impeach it. 

Which as we recount with {inguler comfort, for the 
daies tar are paſt; ſo for the preſent, it is the very ſtay of 
our harts,that the ſame cod,of his accuſfomed goodnes, 
hath given the ſame minde, vntoour moſt gracious and 
dread Soveraigne, toperſerue and propagatethe ſame 
things in Church and Common-wealth , by the Godly 
care & prudent counſaile, of the very: ſelfeſame Perſons, 
FoP had we not vnder his princely wiſdome and clemen- 
cy,ſuch immediate Patrones, (which now with long vſe, 
are growne into a very ſympathy of our eſtates; ) ro who 
we might refort incur needtul times of trouble:it would 
amare our mindes , and vrterly aftonithvs in our vnder- 
ſtandings,to {cethe infolent endevours and ſtraungeat- 
zempts,of fond Eamiliſts,abſurd Brownilts, & perfidious 
Papiſts; al ofrhem wich uwportunuie, andlcltc concei- 
ted 
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red confidence, intending andexpeCting the innovation 
of Religion,through the overthrow of the Cleargy , and 
ruine of the Vniverlities. 

All which notwithſtanding,had not opened the dores 
of ourlips, nor made way tothis our 1uſt complaint ; but 
thatthere came roour ſight long ſince, ©A42 humble pett> 
t:0n of « Thouſand Miniiters at once ; Which wee may 
welreſemble vnto ſti] running ſtreames , which are dee- 
peſt there, where they ſeeme tobe moſt calme. This we 
beheld with great ſorrow of heart: conſidering how it is 
repleate,with vnthankefulnes rowards God tor his mer- 
cies towards vs;with in;ury to Hey gracious governmer, 
(whoſe Memory be prerious vntoall poſterity;) with re- 
proach totheir Fathers that begot themin the Goſpel; 
with preiudice to the Breaſts, that (if they be any thing) 
did giuc them ſucke; with.contempr of their Brethren, 
and tellow Laborers ( atthe leaſt ) in the Lords harveit. 
Howbeiras long as it paſſed in private, vnder thename 
ofa particular motion, made to his moſt excellent Maie. 
ſtie; we laid our handes vpon our mouthes , and with due 
reverence expectedin filence, the wile reſolution of His 
xcligious hearr. 

But theſe men{as they are impatient of delay, or els to 
gaine credite with the people,on whom they greatly doe 
rely)loone after,fend forth into al quartersof the Realm, 
ſore of thele pretended Petitions : accompanied vvith 
ſuch lewd, fale, and abſurde ſuggeſtions, as if our noble 
King,hadlent their motion a favourable care, andgiven 
it ſome kinde of conſenting intertainmentzas if inal this, 
they had done nothing,wherevnto they were not anima« 
tedandencouraged, by ſome of ſpeciall credite with his 
Highnes3 as if ſome bufic headed ſtrangers, had vnderta- 
aq 3 ken 


The Epiſile 
ken their cauſe,and enſured the ſafe conduit of their wea- 
ther beaten barge , tothe haven of their hope. Were 


there any ſuch, wee woulde requeſt them to remember, 
that it is neither manners nor diſcretion , to take vpon 


chemina Srate, wherein (for ought we know)they have 


nothing to doe. It may ſuſice,that they are partakers of 
the good things ofthe land; let them thanke God and the 
King,and bequiet, Butweare verily perſwaded, there 
are none ſuch; thatthis,asalthereſt, is givenout vnder 
hand amongtheir credulous adherents, only ad facien- 
aum populam. A tricke of theirs, with which wee haue bin 
longacquainted. 

This courſe (Right Honorable ) did make vs thioke, 
that now they had altered the nature of that foreſaide 
Schedulezand of an Intzrled Petition to his Mazety., had 
made it a covert kind of be. Wherby(fecurely as they 
thought) they might depraue and\launder,not only the 
Communion book, but the whole eſtate of the Church, 
as it ſtandes reformed by ourlate Soveraigne. VVhich 
vndue & diſhoneſt praiſe, having ſo changed the qua- 
lityof their Petition;whether it hath brought the Con- 
rriuers and Preferrers of it within the compaſle of that 
ſtatute. 1, El;zzab; and made them lyable to the Penalties 
of the ſame: we take not vpon vs to determine. Howbeit 
hereof we could not but take notice;that by their impu- 
nity, diverſe other very lewdly affected, haue in diverſe 
parts of the kingdome,preſumed to trouble his Maieſty, 
andraxerthe ſtate, with the like clamorous /zbels , and 
defamatory ſupplications . 

The conſideration whereof beganne to admoniſh vs, 
thatnow it ſorted with our duty, to ſhewe our ſelues, as 


truly zealous, & carefully religious inthe defence ofthe 
Church, 
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ſcriptu,ant quocung, alio modo,in Academia Cantabrigt . bridge lun. 4. 


Dedicatorie. 


Church, for the quicting ofmens minds , andetlingof 
their conſciences, by ſome ſhort animadverſions vpon 
theirproceedings:as theſe faCtious perſons have beene 
audatiouſly venterous,and przpoſteroully heddy,to ma- 
nifeſt their malice; thereby to diſtract and draw the peo- 
ple,from their loue & liking of the preſent ſtate, VVhere- 
vnto we were the rather invited, by the commendable 
example,of our Reverend brethren of the Vniverſitic of 
Cambridge ; who to make knowne their diſlike of theſe 8 
ſuchlike taftious Schiſmatiks,have paſled a2race in their 
publicke Congregation to this effec. 

Placet vobis , wt quicuny, doitrinam wel diſciplinam 25 pal. 
Eccleſia Anglicane,ueleins partem aliquam , diftis ant verſiy of Ci- 


enſi publice oppugnaverit: ab omni ſuſceptogradn ſuſpen- —_— 
aatur,r 4 (uſcipiendoexcludatur ipſo fatto. tans, | 


By which their wiſe and neceſlary Decree, they have 
not only encouraged vs,vntothis our Apology;but with 
al aſſured od they themſclues,and (as we con- 
ceaue)many thouſands moe,ofthe iudicious and obedt- 
ent Miniſters of this ſand: are ready to giue vs the right: 
hand of fellewthip in this worke,and willing to ſubſcribe 
vntothe ſame , if the cauſe did neceflarily require it,or . 
the time would permitte. 

But your Lordſhipsknowe right wel , that Truth ob- 
taineth no greatauctoritie, by the many voices that ac- 
knowledge it atonce. Andforour parts we vtterly con- 
demnethecourlſe, that theſe Schiſmariks haue therin ta- 
ken. Who to bolſter our their ſtale obieRions and falſe 
calumniatios,have trudged vp & downe diverle Shiers, 
to get the conſent , of they care not whom; ſothey may 
make vp the tale, and pretend anumber , In which _ | 
that... 


ER end 
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7. >--- that was a notable Stratageme which (farrebeſides the 


-_ - >= Authorspurpole)we did light vpon of late. May itpleaſc 
''- 7> = your Lord(hips to hauepatience, while we propoſcit , 


v4.1 SIE 
JIEE: EEE -- and(oleaueit to your Honorable cenſure, 
as This 1/2 BZ. dr amanthatwas of orginary partes , & of as or- 
- 4 gaceb 1 ginary place,vhen helived among vs; is now, it ſeemes, 
 ©5= -»becomeaprincipal Agent, anda ſpecial Procurator of 


— *. * thepublicke cauſe amongthe faCtious. He,/much miſtg« 

| kingin his ſtrong conceipt , that to inlinuate with a man 

>> of wiſedome , would bee ſufficient to ferch himoverto 

' 4-4». that ſide.) Writes vnto one ofeminent forte among vs, 
after this faſhion. 


F Orcover 1 am to let you vnderſtad ,that many lear- 
iP FINER ned and godly Miniſters,* areabout to exhibire ts 
Iune , when the Kings Maieſtie,a Petition for the Ref ormatis 


Re eto of things amiſſe tn our Church; wherevnto « conſent of a; 


in aptil betore Many, cOenittly we can getyis very behooueftal, My opin 


nid & truſt ts cocerning you,that you wil be not only a par- 


zaker,but alſo a furtherer of thu Chyiſtia duty. Thave {et 

youtere incloſed the forme to be lubſcribed,by all ſuch,as 
have good will to this purpo ſe 1prayyou let me have an an- 
{were hereof fromyou , as ſoone as you may; with ſo many 
of your welleffeFed friendes handesthereunto,as ſhallbee 
(chought) good. 1t ts not intendedthat your names ſhalbe 
vaſhly ſhewed,to any mans preiudice,but bereſervedto « fit 
opportunity;if we ſhall perceave,that they al togithey being 
brought forth,willfurther ony deſires & ſuite.Of the good 
ſucceſſe whereof , we conceave good hope thanks be to God, 
Thus be ſeeching Godlto keepe and ſanitifie vs for his ſer- 
wice, and to grue vs Vviſedome in all thinges « 1 bid 
you 
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you harteh farewell. VVoodftreete in Londun. the XXX, of 
Jane. i603. 
Yours to his power 
H. I. 
Poſt [cript. 1conld Wiſhyouto caft £1xe 
m11h D.A. about thi matter, 


Thus much of the Letter, 


Now the Forme to be ſubſcribed vnto, is this, 


Pee whoſe names ave under written doe agree tomake 
ear humble Petition tothe Kinges Mareitie, that the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the Chareh, may bee farther reformed in all 
$hinges needefull; according tothe rule of Gods holy word, 
and agreeable torhe example of other reformed Churches, 


which have reſtored both the Dodtrine &+ Diſcipline, as it 


T4 delivered by our Saviour Chriſt and hu holy Apoſiles, 
Your Lordſhips fee the manner of the men. This col- 
luſion and coven, were very baſe betweene man & man, 
But for them,thus to ve their Soveraigne; firſt to give 
him a Petition in the name of a Thouſande, and then to 
ſcatter it abroad with this gloſle ,, Of the good ſucceſſe of 
our ſuit, we dot conceaut goed hope: thanks be to Gea;Ther- 
by ex poſt facto, tobegge and ſteale as many hands roit, 
as could be got: this is ach Zuffe, as wee will paſſe over 


with reference to that of Tw/y vnto Antonie; * Tu autem » Philip. 2: 


eo liberjov, &c. tis the advantage ſome Men haue, that 
they dare todoe ſuch things,as amodeſt Adverſary can- 
not well reprone. Bur it is ſuteable tothe Impurations 
they haue Jaide vpon their Jate Princes governement. 
And now allo,when his Maieſly ſhal fruſtrate their vaine 


IC img- 
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imaginations ; they hauelefte their olde wont, if lome of - 


them doe nor verify that of the Poet, | 

--- Fermentum + que ſemel intus 

Innata eſt,rupto iecore,exibit Caprificws. 
Howſoever; the Thing that we would ſpecially obſerue 
out of this Script;zis in the minerof S#ub/cripres. Where 
hence it doth moſt plainely appeare, that the particulars 
ſpeciftiedin the Petition ; arenot the vtmoſt End wherat 
they aime; they hauc another marke. 
» CAll thinges needefull according to the rule of Gods 
Ford, agreable to the example of other reformed Chur- 
ches;is their Vp-ſhot. But is it ſo indeede? Why, They of 
the Petition de/ire (onely) Reformation of certaine Cere- 
monies and Abuſes: They neither as fattions men, affect 
4 Popular Paritie in the Church; nov as Schiſmatickes , 
azme at the diſſolution of the State Eccleſiafticall: their 
humble ſuite ts, that the offences following may bee re- 
moved , amended , qualified: They (good men) deſire That 
which ſhallbe preindiciall unto none , but &6. It is true; 
The voice of the Petition,might ſeeme to be the voice of 
Taceb , n—_— handes of the Subſcription appeare 


—_ 
_ 


plainely to be the hands of E/au;wereit notthat there is 
alloa Clauſen their Petition , (Now that we have their 
owne expolitian of it,we can obſerve it;aud, that it is re» 
peated thriſe for failing, viz. Theſe and ſome other ſed; 
Theſe andother ſuchlike ; Theſe wuith ether ſuch Abu- 
ſes;) which holdeth very'good correfpondency with the 
forme of Subſcription , Heretofore', wee couldnor tell 
what to make of thoſe wordes, and therefore made them 
noanſwere. They ſeemed vnto vsa very Nemo Scrt; a 
Mathematike Line, ainiſibilis in ſemper ainiſibilia : bur 
now vpon this new Advertilement,havingcoparedthe, 
we. 
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wefinde them Paralele,to thoſe _4/rhinges needfull & 6. 
In the Subſcriptio:Whichtell vs plainly, They wil never 
haue anend , till either they have ſet vp the Presbitery, 
Orelſc be cut of by Authority. 

The third & laſt remarkeable matter, which we hum- 
bly referre vnto your Lordſhips due regard, is acerteine 
Semblance,which in this our halfe yeares ſilence, wee 
haveobſeruedin two-contrary FaQtions,rhat haue ſhew- 
ed themſclues by their Petitions, diſcontented with the 
preſent State,& Eccleliaſticall Government:namely in 
the Pasp:r/ts and the Paritents. Wee will vie their owne 
Ryle,and come as neereas we can, to their very words. 

T They Both intitle themſclues the Kinges #ffliidted 
ſubiefes,and abouecall other , hi devoted ſervants. 

2 They Bothpretend an enforcement of a ſpeedy ye- 
sourſeto his Miaieſty , for a preſent Readreſie and Refor- 
Palin. 

3 They Bothcoplaine, of being overwhelmed with 
enduring perſecution though loſſeof Living and Libertie. 

4 They Both ground their DoQtrine and Diſcipline 
vpon the ſacred text of Gods word and Goſpel, 

5 They Both condemne the obedience of Prote- 
ſtantes to the Laws Eſtabliſhed, tobee, not for ,Conſci- 
ence & zeale:but for Morall Honeſtie, and feare of tem- 
porallpuniſhment ,laith the Papiit; For thety owne quiet, 
ereait, andprofit in the world, ſaith the Paritaine. l 

6 They Bothrenoiice « publiche alteratio,co diſſolu- 
$13 of the State Eccleſiaft. but the one pleads for « private 
Toleration,the other (for ſooth) for a Godly Reformation. 

7 They Bothdeny thattheyexhibite their Petirios, 
with « tumultuers ſþ11it,or with a diſloyall & Schiſmatical 
minde . Ot which their Semblable Aſlertions , inargu- 
42 ments 
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The Epiſtle 


ments ſo oppoſite,wve might ſay ina word, asthe Nrator 
doth of contrarie Opinions 3 /f cannot bee that more then 


one of the ſhould poſlibly be rrue, but it is verie poſltble; 


thar both may befalſe. Yet we rather take vp that inthe 


Booke of * Judzes, &lay of them & their deſiopnes: 
Verilv thele men are like Samſons Foxes, They haue thery 
heades ſevered indeed.the One ſort lookingrto the Papas 
cy, the Other tothe Presbiterre. But they are tyed.togr- 
ther by the tailes , worth fire-brandes betwveene them, 
Whichit they be not quenchedin time, arcabletoſer 
the who'e Landin a Combuſtion and Vprore. 

I & in any of theſe,or in them all,there do appeare vn» 
to your Lordihips ſuch matter of moment , as mighe 
moue men of care, & ſome dilcretion to write in defence 
of themlelues , and the preſent Stare;itin our manner of 
ofwriting,we haue held that hand, ſnot by way of large 
6iſcourſe,but as the breuity of Notes will lufter, ) which 
doth beſeeme a modeſt and ingenuous aniwere; if in nei» 
ther ofthem there be any thing ſooffe!1ue , or defective, 
or importinent,but that, vnder the winges of your Hos» 
norable Patronage it may paſlc into the Preſence ofhis 
Excellent Maieſty, and there attend his moſt judicious 
andlearned Cenlure , yer ſoattempered with his rare 8& 
ſinguler mildnes, asin ithe is wont toacceptthe duty & 
lervice of his meaner {ubieMs : then.(andnototherwiſe) 
we beſeech your Lordſhips that of your wonted favour, 
you will accompanie it with.your grateful Preſence, and 
as the Argumecof ourreligious AﬀeGtios in all humilicy 
preſent itto his Highnes: then wee entreate,that in the 
Honorablercgard you haue of thoſe 2 pble partes of this 
Church, which Godhath ſpecially beraken into your 


Prorectiozinthe loyal remembrance you retaine of Her 
| Ma-. 
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Maieſtie that late was,& herhappy Government; in the 
bounden dutie you owe to his Maieſty that nowe js, and 


the Well doing of this whote Kingdome; in the Piertie 8 


zeale which you beare ro God,his Church, & to his ſa- 
credtruth: you wilitake occalion hereby, Allas one man, 
ioyntly to imploy that great Grace,& high Favor,which 
God hath givE you in theeies of your Soveraigne; to the 
preſent ſupport of Religion,maintenice of Learning,de- 
fece of the Church , ſtrengthening the State, ſetting the 
minds of the People , eſtabliſhing peace & tranquillity in 
the Lid:by taking the Foxes,the little Fozces,which marre 
our Vines,that they beare ſmall Grapes; by chaſing a- 
way the wild gear ofthe VVood, & the BeaF#sof the For- 
relt; that otherwiſe would eate thE vp , & vtterly deſtroy 
the.So God thalrake Pleaſurein your Care & Colciecez 
the King in your faithful Service; his ſubieCs ſhall dwell 
fafe,vnder rhe ſhadow of his VVings;& we your Clyents 
ſhal ſend this reſtimony after you: Many Patrones of the 
Clergy,many Chauncelours of the Vniverlities, have 
done vertuouily, but Theſe ſurmounted them all, 

Now the God thar giveth both Glerie,& Grace,give 
your Lord(hips all manner of Graces fitte for your High 
Callings ip this VWorkl;and That farce moſt excellent 8 
<ccrnall waight of Glorie, in the VWorldro come, 


Tour Lordſhips m all duetic, 


The Vicechance!our, theDodors, 
the Proctors , and other the 
Heades of Houſes inthe 
Vuiverſitic of Oxford, 


— —_ —_ 
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Tote Iudicious & hidifferent Reader. 
E409 Mnediacely afrertbe Printing of our anſwere 
$4zE'7, -rothePerition,there came yntors, a very kind 
-and wel-penned Letter, concerning this mat» 
9 ters VV hichwe might not ſuppreſle, (though 
SZ it bebucrudely heere inſerted) without great 
—=—Y miuty,tothatwholc V niverſity; and noleſle 
Yetriment vntothecaulcirſelfe, | 
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IN DORSED 


To'the Vicechaticelour, and others of 
the Vniverſitic of Oxford. 


Pm wuperrime, & quidew (er0 admodum, 
ad aures nefiras perveniſſet famadelibel- 
© lo Regie Maieſtats proreformands ( ſci- 
treet)Ecclefia,a Miniſtris mille," ve per« 
hibenturgexhibus: etſi vibelin co novires 
 v) periretor, culnonpluc milies antebac re= 
Nw ſponſum /it, tamen quonien Bamerne ies 
b Þo&> Hevr,vt mieligerent Millenarij aſti, Si 
| Sanlo wile adftent', Davidi m has cauſa 
devies mille uunquem defuturorzerhilprim babnimu, ent antiguing, 
guam vt Operi omni reſpon/ove indigniſſitmo,aliqued temen refpove 
fur par er emu, O wed dum meditamny defertur ad not eAcademis 
Oxonienſy eApologia certs doſertiſſima, que rationnm moments bre- 
viſſimi refutaret,quicqurd ab Iſtis raxto avtealebore couſetInm efſer, 
aut confiltum, O uacenfetta hel noby relique videbatur, quot it 
anteverterat Fratrum noſirorum is ” eptime 2/w9 Of induſiria 
proiple ſatis & parate 4d bominiileviſlmornmiiia owes vel ex 
tenure nefolendur gadin cunmilipenderecortaſſeut argumentorum, 
wo; 2nWere,qu0 | [ti maetiine gleriantur puguarenma © nod of anted 
r_—_ & previdunus,of providemms , (wm enim defuxita 
izabetha Regine oprime,cy in 1anſe eptimua(quodin —_— 
PO 


/ 
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To the Tudicious & Tndifferent Reader, 


fugulare eft,o in auditum )ſemper ronflantiſſima, ſemper eadeny, nib 
ram Princip Religioſiſſune mterit wm & religions; finon interenniie 
at ſure certs pericluautis caſum deplorare,quam in adventum Ree 
fit noi woUadres meditari Iſti eep:;ſevt e& 1 dies molire; peroppor ty- 
nd (wecurrendum cenſuit Academia, & convecato ſenatn frequenti 
adnoduw, & celebri decertendum;vvt Quicung; Ecclefiz Anglis 
cans Dofrinam, vel Dilciplinam,vel cius partemaliquamle« 
gibus publicisſlabilicam,ſcriptis, vel diQtis, vel quocunqz mos» 
do,in Academia Cantabrigienſi publice oppugnaverit,ab om« 
ni gradu ſuſcipiendo excludatur, & a ſuſceproſuſpendaturip» 
ſo fdto, © nod quidem Decretum com[enſuprope unanimicomproba- 


tum, tabalis publics * [un 9.160 3,confignath puice demi teſlarg *Our private 


cupimus univer (is,vt intellig ant omnes de Diſcipline noſtra,nou 


freed ſuſceptalibert & retenta quidexif/ament novin augulic Opi. 195 fit 


viaſtrinonnulli.ſedin 4perts Sevatu Cantabrigienſer props wniverſþ,. 


had beene des» 
crede rhe 4 


Querum conſenſus cum tam ſraterne concinat & contereteun As of lune, 


pologia Oxomenſi,cum Seripturis, Patrebus Concilys, Principum no« 
ftroram Decretis, Legibus,Parliamentic;eant nuxc mille Iſti, cj 
bru neſtris fere mille in bunc finem editiy &> conſeriptis, cum eric otiſs. 
& facultar, reſpondeant prin,quam Cremben toties decoft ond Regi. 
1am prudenti tam literato,tam 1mpudenter obtrudant, Ant /auwme- 
rare malint quam porderari ſuffragia,cogitent homunciones riſeri, 
ab Academyr Muſiſg, rebBti,quam unllins numer: fint, quam plans 
wibuli. Valete ftatres in Chriſto Chariſſimi,ci nos n ramg, eAcedes 
mien ſumma vebu & Indiornm &< morum ſimilitudine Contentliſſie 
men,v! faciti,amate.( antab.Oleb,7.1603, 


SY BSCRIBED 


By the Vicechancelour; and others 
the Heades of the Vniver« 
ſiry of Cambridge. © 


G 


Greo Naz in 
Apo 0g, 


Th the Iudicious and Tnlifferent Reader. 
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T' E Divine,complaineth of ſome in biz time,after this man« 


_— 


——___ 


ners 
Tanquam ae Deo,ec Reomnium maxima, ſaluteg, aire ipe 
ſa.primariag, omnium fþ:,certamen habentes,quo artentiori fide pre- 
dett ſuart,co acrine Orationi adverſantur;'atg, Obſequium nou picta« 
rem veritatis proditionem efſe interpretantes, oma avie proiecerint, 
quam Opiniones eas quas domo ſecum affernne, | 

There « acertaine ſorte of Men,that as if the queſtion were 
of God himſclfe,and ofthe Thing which of all other, is moſt 
materiallzofeternall Salvation, and the very End ofthe Hope | 
of all men,ſfothey contend and (trive:who, by howe much the 
more Fiery their Faith is,by ſo much the more fierce Advyerſa« 
ries they arcto (all) Perſwaſion; and pretending that Obedi- 
eace is not Picty, but Prodition ofthetructh , will ftorgoe any 
Thing (their Vocation , their Loyalty, and alk) rather then thoſe 
Opinions, which they bring with them from home, 

Now becaule we decline no Cenlure, but onely of Preiudt- 
cate Opinions: therefore wee doe earneſtly entreate,that you 
will reade with iudgemeat, and [udge with iadiffereaciethe 
Thingesthat enſuc,_ 
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THE HVMBLE PETITION Ot 
THE MFNFSIERS OF THE 
( hurch of England, defiring Reformation of 
certaine Ceremonies and abuſes of 

8 the Charch. 


Tothe moſt Chriſtian and exoellent PrrNnce, 
our Gracious and dread Soveraigne, I a ME $ 
by the grace of God, &c. Wee the Miniſters of 
the Church ofEngland thatdelireReforma- 
tion, with a long page and happie. 
Raigne over vs, inthis life, and inthenextes 
verlaſting ſalvation. 


Keries 
_—_ OG 617-9 As 


W OST gracious & dread Soveraiones 
es ſering it hath pleaſed the devine 
mo) Maieſtie, tothe great comfort of all 
tf good Chritians., to advaunce your 
Highnes, according toyony tuft title, 
tothe peaceable government of this 
Church and Common wealth of Eng- 
land: we the Miniſters of the Gofpell 
inthic land, neither as fattious men, affetting « popular 
Parity inthe Church , nor 4s Schiſmatikes ayming - the 
= | 
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The Petition. 


diſſolution of the ſtate 'Eccleſjaſticall; but 4s the faithful 


ſervants of Chriit, andloyall ſubiefFs to your Maieity ae- 
firing and longing for the reareſſe of drver ſe abuſes of the 
Church: could doe noleſſe, in our obedtence to God , ſervice 
to your Maieſtie , lone to his Church , then acquainte your 
Princely Maieſti: , with our particnlar griefes. For 44 
your Princely penne writeth , The King as a good Phyſiti- 
on, rault firſt know what peccant humors his pacient na- 
turally is moſt ſubieCt vnto, before he can begin his cure, 
Ard although drvers of vs that ſue for Reformation, haue 
formerly in reſet of the times ſubſcribed to the booke, 
ſome pon Proteitation, ſome won expoſitions give them, 
ſome with condition, rather then the Church ſhoulde haue 
beene deprived of their labour and Miniſtery, yet now we, 
to the number of more then athouſand. of your Majeitics 
ſubieits and Miniſters , all groaning a5 under « to111m91 
burden of humane Rites andCeremonies,doe with oe 107u7 
conſent humble our ſelurs at your Mazeitiesfeete tobe ca- 
ſedand relieved in thisbehalfe. Our humble ſuite then 
vnte your Maicſlte is, that theſe offences following , ſome 
may be removed, ſame amended, ſome qualified. 

r Inthe Churchſervice . That the Croſſe in Bap- 
t:ſme,Interrogatories miniſtred to Infants, Confirmation, 
as ſuperfluous may be taken away. Baptiſme not to be mi- 
niitredbyVromen,and ſoexplaned. The Cap and Suyplice 
not urged. That examination may goe before the Commus- 
1nion. That it be miniitred with a Sermon. That diver ſe 
termes of Prieſts, and Abſolution,and ſome other ſed, 
with theing in mariage,andothey ſuch like inthe booke, 
T1ay bee corrected. The long-ſomenes of ſervice abridged, 
Church ſongs and Muſicke moderated to better edification, 
That the Lords day be not prophaned , The reſt vpon Hol- 

Fs 
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daies not ſo ftritl urged. That there may bee an wnifore 
mityof doeFrine preſcribed. No popiſh opinion tobe any 
more taught or defended. No Miniſters charged to teach 
their people to bow at the name of Teſus. That the Canoni- 
call Scriptures only be readin the Chmrch, 

2 Concerning Church Miniſters . That none heye- 
after be admitted into the Miniſtery, but able and ſuf fict- 
ent men, andthoſe topreach diligently; andeſpecially vpon 
the Lords day. That ſuch as bee already emtred and cannot 
preach, way either be removed and ſome charitable courſe 
taken with them for their reliefe : or elſe tobee forced ac- 
cording to the valew of their livings , tomainetaine prea- 
chers. That N on-reſidencie be not permitted. That Kine 
Edwards ſtatute for the lawfulnes of Miniſters mariage, 
be revived. That Minifters be not urged to ſubſcribe,but, 
according to the law, tothe Articles of Religion, andthe 
Kings ſupremecy only. 

3 For Churchlivings and maintenance, That B#- 
ſhops leave thair Comenadams. ſome holding Prebends, ſome 
Par ſonages,ſomeV icarages with their Biſhoprickes. That 
double bene ficed me,be not [ſuffered to hold, ſome two, ſome 
three benefices with cure:and ſane two,three,or foure dig- 
nities beſides.That Impropriatios annexed to Biſhoprickes 
«1d Colledges,be demiſed only tothe Preachers Incumbets, 
for the old Rent. That the Impropriations of Lay mens fee, 
may be charged with a ſixt or ſeaveth part of the worth,to 
the maintenance of the preaching Miniſter. 

4 For Church diſcipline . That the Di/cipline,and 
Excommunication may be aaminiſtred according tc Chriſts 
owne inſtitution. Or at the leaſt,that enormities may bee 
m—___ As namely, That Excommunication come not 
forth under the name of Lay per ſons,Chauncellours, Of fi- 
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cials ec. That men bee not excommunicated for tvifles 
twelue penny matters. That none be excommunicated with- 
out conſent of his Paioy. That the officers be not ſuffered 
toextort vnreaſonable fees. That none having Inriſdifts- 
on or Regiſters places, put out the ſame tofarme. That di- 
verſe Popiſh Canons, (as forreſtraint of marriage at cerx- 
rteine times) be reverſed . That the Long-ſomnes of ſuites 
zn Ecclefiaſticall courts, (which hang ſometime two,three, 
foure, frue,ſixe or ſeavenyeares) may be reſtraired. That 
the Othex oficio, wh:yby men are forced to accuſe them- 
ſelves be more ſparimgly vſed, That' Licenſes for mariaze 
without Banes asked, be more caut ruſly eranted. 

Theſe with ſuch ather Abuſesyet remaining & pradthe 


ſ[edinthe Church of England, we are abs 15 "ew not tobe 
azreeable zothe ſcriptures, if it ſhall plea}: 1117 !!rbnes 
farther to heave 15, or-mare at large by writing 1 (fo enſor- 
med.,or by coference amons the learnedtabe xe. 14. And 


yet we doubt not , but that uuithout any farther pro: +/7e, 
your Maiefty( of whoſe Chriſtian indgement we vave re» 
cervea /ogood a taſt already) is able of your {7 e, tojudce 
of the equity of this cauſe. God we truſt hath appointedyour 
Hichnesour Phyſitionto heale theſe diſeaſes. And we [ay 
wth wordecaizo Heſter,who knoweth,whether you a: e 
cometothe kingdome for ſuch atime? Thus your Maieſty 
ſhalldeihat which we are per ſwaded, ſhallbe acceptableto 
oa, honorable toyour Mateſty in all ſucceeding ages, pro- 
frableto hu Church which ſhall be thereby encreajed,com- 
forteble toyour Miniſters , which ſhallbee nomare ſuſpen- 
ara, fulenced,arſeraced; impriſoned for mens Traditics: & 
pretadiczaiito none but tothoſe that ſeeke their owne qut- 
ef ,creait andprofit inthe world, Thus vuith all dutifull 
{ubmiſon, re <r1ing our ſelves toyour Maiteſties pleas 
| fares 
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| fare for your exactons anſwere, as God ſhall direfF you' wee 

| mt humbly recommendyour Highnes to the divine Mas 
F | zeſty; whom we beſc ech fer Chriſt his ſike to diſpoſe your 
royal heart to dee heerein,what ſhall be to his glory the good 
of his Church , awdyaur eadles comfort. 
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Your Maieſties moſt humble Subics 


The Minifters of the Gofþell, that deſire not & 
diforderly innovation , but adue and 
godly Reformation. 


THE ANSWERE OF THE VICE- 
CHAYNCELOYR, THE DOC 
. tors,both the Proftors,v other the Heads 
of Houſes in the V niverſity of Oxford, 


To thePetition of the Miniſters of the Church 
of Englanddefiring reformation. 


7n their Petition, there are three 
principal partes. 


z APreface; 


2 AComplaint conſiſting of fowre ſpeci- 
all pointes, In every of them they de- 
fire that certaine Ceremonies and A- 
buſes, maybe ſome of themremovyed, 
ſome amended, ſome qualified. 


3 AConcluſion. 


FOR ANSWER WHEREVNTO: 


1 
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1 In Generall. 


6) EE moſt humbly beſeechhis moſt 
& excellent Maieſtie , that it may bee 
\ conſidered, how inconvenient and 
7 vnſufferable it js in Chriſtian poli- 
) cie,to permita long and well ſetled 
ſtate of government,to be ſomuch 
} as queſtioned; much more ro bee 
| 2 a!tered, for a few of his Subiects: »Ipſa muracio 
eſpecially conſidering the martrer , pretended to beethe —_ 
cauſe of theſe mens gricfe,and of their deſired Reforma- jurariilicate, 
tion,vniuſtly ſo called. For it is either the Ceremonies of — = 
the Church,or 4b, {esin the Church,as they alleagde. *: pnnnns, 5a 
Whercin wee humbly recommendeto his Princely re- 118.cap.5. 
membrance, 
Firſt concerning Ceremonies , that they are either 
ſuperſtirtiou3.& then no waies to bee admitted.Of which 
fort it ſhould ſeeme by the Petitioners, (8 wee are ready 
ro proue) that the Ceremonies ofour Church are nor. 
Becauſe theſe men confeſſe, that in reſpeR of the times 
they cid ſubſcribe vato them. or ifthey were ſuch, with 
what coſciece did they ſubſcribe,in reſpect of the times ? 
Orels,things inthemſelues indifferent, Andthen the 
ſupreme Chriſtian Magiſtrate , hath lawfull ® authoritje +Melanin 13; - 
to forbid, and we muſt forbeare : tocommande; and wee 24 Rom. Pec-. 
muſt obey; not only for feare , but for conſcience ſake. © yiotare ol 
Of whichkince if theſe Ceremonies be (as we will iuſti. ta Magiftiud, - 


, , . &c.tHeming.in 
he,and they cannot deny) where is thentheir pretended Syntag.cap.de 


obedience? VVhere is their applauſe of his Maieſties Adiaph.Quivi 
peaccable governement? Why doethey trouble both 21* Eccichia- 
Chinch VC Teh; Cath eo ſticam pela - 
XTommon wealth,in reſpett of matters which peccarmults 

in duty and conſcience they may well , and ought wil. mods, &c. 


lingly,coſubmitte themſelves vnto? 


BezEpiſt.24, 
ad artic. 7, : , 
Se-. 
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Secondly cocerning Abuſes, be it conſidered: firſt of 
what qualitie they arezſecondly of what degree, 

x Touchingthenatureocquality of them, whether 
they arein the verie Conſtitutions of our Church,or ra- 
ther in the Executionofthe ſaid Conſtitutions, Ifnot in 
the Conſtitutions themſclues,(as when wee deſcende to 
the particulars ic wil appeare :) there is no cau'e why the 
government ſhould be changed: or thefe men ſuffere, 
thus to calumniate the ſtate, wherein there is nothing 
Poſitige , that is worthy cf blame. ltinthe Executions 
(which as we will not abſolutely deny, fo theſe men can- 
not ealllic proue,)that may be remedied by amending or 
removing of ſoine certaine offtendors, withour alterati- 
on of the ſtare, 

2 Touching the degree or grievouſnes oftheſe abu- 

<Calv.ady.a- ſes. (whether inthe Conſtitution, as they ſuppoſe, & we 
nab.art.2. V- deny orinthe Execution which ſimply,and in everie 
+. particular,* no Church in Chriſtendome is able to juſti- 
tiſtz) in code fie,and yet none,ſo muchas this of ours : ) we vndertake 
TS to proue againſt the thouſand, that maſke vaknowne vn- 
niatores; Ec- derthat generalitie, that theyate net ſuch , norſo hey- 
clefiz quzre- nous, as deſerue this their bitter reprehenſion: much 


tes in quani - R . 
hil poller deſi- leſle ſuch an alteration , in the Church and Common- 


derari,c, wealth, as woulde enſue; iftheſe Petitioners might haue 


their deſire. 
2, In Particular 


Concerning the Prxface. 


PV Vee doe but note. 


I VW* AT reckoning (intruth) theſe men doe 
make,ot juſt titles onto kingdomes', who fa- 
. vour 
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vourthem *romuch ,that were wont toſubieQ all kings 
titles vnto popular election and approbation. 
2. Wharcomfort (in deede ) the Petitioners take 


in the peace of his Mateſties government;who in the ve- Vind.conttyr. 


ry entrance thereof, by ſeeking thisand the like daunge- 
rous alterations, do Cilquier & diſturbe the ſame. Vere 
other menas}ftle inured to peace &ſubicion, it might 
occaſion ſome inconvenience, 

3 Howſoeverin wordes they decline the imputati- 
on of factiows men affetting popular parity inthe Church, 
and, of ſchiſmatikes azming at the aiſolution of the ſtate 
Eccleſiaſticall: yetit is to well knowen in this kingdome, 


and by experience it hath bin felte in thatof © Scotland, «nana. 
4, what mannerof men they be: as alſo, what have bin the yes. pag, 
lamentable effects of their reformarions there, & would 3949.41, Kc. 


have bin likewiſe heere , hadnot the prudent tore-ſighr, 
and conſtantreſolution of our late gracious Soveraigne, 
continvally repreſſed their attempts. 

'Theſe men might have performed better. Thezry 
obedience to God their ſervice to his Maieſtie , their love 
ts hu Church: (as incheparticu'ars will appeare ) if they 
had forborne to trouble his Maieſty,the church of God, 
andthis common wealth, with theſe their cauſcles griefs 
and diſcontentments ; They have thereby made ſuch a 
breach as will not cafily (without much wiſedome & pa- 
ticnce) beecured. For whatare theſe men, that they 
ſhould aflume ſo much ? or what are the whole Cleargy 
of England beſides, that they ſhould bee foabaſedand 
contemned? | 

5 Thatwhichthey alleageout of his Highnes &el- 
avxdy AGger, is a childith fallacic; abſurdly taking that for 
granted, which is the maine queſtion. They muſt prove 

7B. 5 (8 


7 i 
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(andnot aſſume, ) thattheſe are the peccant hamours of 
fuel. Apo.170. #his Church, whichin trueth is the * lealt peccantr ofany 
Accluwus 1 the world, and would be much leſle peccant , if it were 


quantil maxi- , 
me poruimus Cleane purged, of theſe vnquiet and malccontented hu- 


adEcclcſiiA- qygurs, 
ri om. 6&6 Thatdjiverſeof them haue formerly ſubſcribed to 
nia que aur ſu» ze booke,(as skorntuily they tearme it) detth maniteſtly 
perfeiola,8c. evince,that cither our Leiturgyis iuftifiable , themſclues 
lieris pugni- being [udges; or els that they did [iberally diſpence wich 
f euretiam theirowne conſciences , which is not the part of honeſt 

ubrijs homt. ; : : "_—_" , 

nit u; indigna MEN. To do that 7» reſpec? of the temes, which in ir felte is 
&c. not lawful,provethlitle leſſe then hypocrifie : toalleadge 
CR vnknowne Proteſtations, Expoſitions, and Conditions in 
repudiazimus. their ſubſcription,doth argue no inceritie;and vpon due 
examination, will fall outto be nothing,bur meere fallt- 
te» 
7. Asfor their /abowrs inthe Miniſtery,bethey ſuch 
as they are. This Church of England had beene happy if 
it hadnot beene troubled, with their tactious ſermons & 
., *MarMarP. 3ſ{currile pamphlets: which haue given the Adverſary, 
Sus cr TMiles monop. mych matterof advantage , diſtrattedthe minds of ma- 


Le ref ; ' ; m__— _— ny weake ones, & quite turned ſome other from the loue 
Cornet = that ſpirit, of the Truth. 

qo IE eel 8 ' Thenumber of more then a thouſand, isbuta vi- 
Japhuck iþ "ih zard, which we humbly intreat,may be pulled from their 
ofuriaa> |, Me *, faces,that we may ſee and know the men,that thus groxe 
- "3% on ones vnder the yoke of a Chriſtian 8& commendable governe- 


ment; which (malicioufly and iniorioutly ) they would 
| havereputed,a meo/? heavy barden of humane Rites + Ce- 
zemonies. The vanity of which their complaint, comes 

now more patticularly tobe diſcuſſed, R 
(Cos 
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Concerning the matters of their Com* 
plaint: 1.Of Charch ſervice. 


x TNthe Church ſervice, we are ready to mainetaine, 
(but they muſt obieR firſt and proue the contrary.) 
Thatthe Cro/& in Baptiſme, Interrogatories mini- 

ſtred to Infants,and Confirmation,are molt ancient, inſti-- 

fiable,and convenient Ceremomies.and therefore to bee 
continued, 

2 Thatthe Church of England , northe booke of * Chytrz. de 
Common praier doth not preſcribe,thatBapri/me ſhould - _ 
be aaminiſtred by women, Though we deny itnot, tobee Taka dean, 
" Baptiſme,if perchance de fa&o, it bee by them admini- Hierbr. in 
ſtred. Fieri now debuit,fatum valuit. Ms 

3 Thatthe Cap andSurplice be not wreed.itis an ab- ; 
ſurde ſpeach andimplies confuſion. For ſoevery man 
ſhould be ſuffered in that behalfeto doe what him liketh, 

A xgaine,doe not their owne words import,that they may 

well be vied? but they muſt not be orged. Why? wharis 

thereina Caporina Surplis, that ſMould' offend any 'Buc. dere 

man of ivdgement? w_ AA 

4 That Examinationwhere neede ts , ſhould goe be- 2d Hop. 
fore the Communio,who dilliketh ? Or that it be miniſtred Avg-tp- 154. 
with a ſermon? But that it ſhouldnot be miniſtred with. <5? 
outaſermon,is abſurd; and hath bredin manie a vaine 
and falſe opinion, as if, not the word of Chriſts Inſtitu- 
tion,but rather the word ofa Miniſters expoſition, were 
a * neccſlarily and an efſentiall part ot the Communion, «t © 1w;r, 
Beſides he that readeth our Communion booke,ſhal ſee pag 158. 
that thereinthe whole manner, end, and vſe of that holy 
inſtitution,is ſo excellently deſcribed,as may be inſteede 
of many ſermons, Alſo that none ſhould be admitted - 
B -2 chat 
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that bleſſed Sacrament,/of what age, ſtate, or condition 

ſoever)except they were firſt examined after the-Con- 

ſiſtorian faſhion,were inſolent , iniurious, and in mavie 
: reſpects moſt inconvenient: 

-_ 5.2% 5 Therermesof' Prieſts and Abſolution:the* Ring 
0h Me} Marriage and ſuch other, which they hauc heretofore 
d>th ſhewe, traducedin their vnlearned diſcourſes; are by diverſe of 
ear the Mn our learned Devines,and ſhalbe iuſtified . As contrary» 
new teſtamer wiſe by the Petitioners they wil neuer be evicted worthy 
are erat tobe abolithed. 6 
*BucerinCce., G6- Their delire 20 hawethe long-ſomnes of ſerwice 4+ 
E-Cap.z0, bridzed, doth welbefit cheir great Devotion. VWhonot- 

withſtanding are wonttoſpende an houre ſometimes or 
little leſle,in extemporarie , inconlequent, and ſenſlefle 
praiers conceavedraſhly by themſelues . From hence, 
their diilike of (et & ſtinted tormes of praier, ir doth pro- 
ceede,that ſome of them omit, ſome refuſe ro repeate, 
ſome condemne the vic of the Lords praier, from hence 
hath Barrow and Greenewood taken their beginning, and 
— | feichedthe premiſles of their peltilent and blaſphemous 

| Concluſions, OE 
=Tult. Martin 7 Conrch "\ ſongs and Huſicke, are much beholden 
quet a4Or.h totheſe men now :inas muchas rhey can be content to 
EO Oat i; Cilgeſtthem , ſorhey bee moderatedto better edification, 
10cap zz» Thetime was when wee hauec heard them ſpeake in this 
point,after another ſort, Xferet riciores Church-Muſicke, 
Toſing of tennts bgls, andiuchlike; were there phraſes 
- ot Gods devine ſervice. Bur thanked bee God, rhar his 
Maicſties devout affection in this kind, hath forced from 

| them this moderation, 

8 Thatthe Lora1day be not prophaned, hee is verie 
prophane that delirech not from his hart. But what man» 


ncr 
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ner of law-givers are they,that!ay downe their conſtitu- 
tions in ſuch Negatives,in ſuch comparatives? For who 
can devine what they would have,when they delire 7hat 
the Keſi vpon® Holy dajes be not ſo ſtrifth vreed?VVould «per Martyr. 
they hauc men vpon ſuch daies goe to plough & carte, Epiſt.adHop- 
25 ſome of their humor haue cauſed their ſervants ro do, ?* 
on the very feaſt of Chrilts Nativity? Or dothey mean, 
chat we ſhould take tour ſelves ſuch liberty therein, as 
certeine perſons lately have done; who being comman- 
ded by lawfull autority to celebrate thefifrof Auguſt, 
with ioyandrhankeſgiving for his Maieſties moſt ftrang 
and wonderfull deliverance, vpon the ſaid day now three 
yeares palt;zdidnotwithſtanding ſpend the ſame (avwee 
arecredibly informed) in faſting and mourning and ſuch 
like workes of their obedience? Nay theſe & the like ex+ 
periments doe cauſe vs, humbly and inſtantly to-defire, 
that both Sundaies and Holi-daies may bee religiouſly 
obſerved; and the intolerable prophavation of them, 
which is the rather brought in,by theſe mens preachings 
and examples,mav be very ſeverely punithed. 
9 ThattheremaybeanVniformiticof DotFrine pre- 
ſerthed: That no Popiſh apinionsmay be any more taught or 
defended? v\ hatimpurations are theſe ? howe.prejudi- 
ciall?how injurious? not onely vntothe Church govern"  _ 
ment, bur vnto the Chriſtian faith eſtablithed in this jy, un. 
Realme?V V hatadvantage dothele men in theſe ſhame- Religiuna- 
leſſe ſuggeſtions reach vnto the Papiſts? As if there were __ —_ 
no ® vnitormity,no coſent ofdoctrin amog vs?(foye ex- moan bg 
ceptthE.)As ifthere were ſome Popiſh opinions taught nav 1562. 
and defended in our Leiturgy ? (as they deeme) whoare ,,,, 
ready tomakeeverything? Popery which they doe not cap 24 de 
fancy.Thele are the weapons with which Be//armme and Ec Nil, 
B 3 that ©2919: 


Hieropref. 
in Pro, 


Cypr in Simb: 
Pell 
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that broode,are wont ro wounde, or rather falſely to re« 
proch our faith and profeſſion . Goodhad it beene thar 
theſe men had never beeneable to write, rather then to 
writethus,to the ſcandall of Gods Church , & his ſacred 
eruth. 

10 Reverence done at the name of Jeſus, is noſuper- 
ſtition,but an outward ligne of our inward ſubietion to 
his devine Maieſty,andan apparant token of our devoti- 
on. V Vhy doe they not)ikewiſe find fault with kneeling, 
ſighing,weeping/lifting vpof cies, knocking of breſtes, 
holding vp of hands vnto heaven ? A!l which good men 
may vſe in Gods ſervice with great pietie,though Hypo- 
crites doc otherwile., 

11 Theyaregroſely ignorant ifchey know itnor,or 
wilfully malicious and turbulent,ifknowing it to be law- 
full, they yer oppugne the readme of the Hpocriphal 


ſeriptures or writings inthe Church. N on ad confirma- 


c. prefin fomem fiact , ſtd ad ref onmationem or inititutionem ma- 
Apocr. 
Hyper.Metho. 
Theol 1 x.c.6. 


ram,as the Auncient 4 fathers ſpeake and approue . As 
alſo the Articles of Convocation, 8 the Prefaces before 
the Apocriphal bookes in the Engliſh Bibles , do direCt- 
ly ſhew: adding that they giue light, tothe devine ſtory, 


2. ( oncerning C hurch-Mimniſters. 


I V JEE hartcly deſire that able and [uf fict- 
ent men bee admittedintothe miniterie. 

T hat they preach diligentlie,and that on the Sunday eſpeci- 
«/h. But whoſhall judge of their ſufficiency ? Or doth 
not theſufficiecy of Miniſters Suſcipere magi & min ? 
Werethe Miniſters of the Primitive Church, alofthem, 
able to preach ? Did nor ſome of them preach the _ 
| pell, 
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pell,” andother ſome reade the Scriptures,8 adminiſter 'Chryfotin : 


the Sacraments ? Or hathnor the vrging of that ſtrange per Martyr.in 
doctrine, viz. That he t« not Miniſter that cannot preach, 1.Cor.r 

fiſt forced men to take vponthem to expound Gods nag 
word,that thereby have brought the word of God, and Cal.ini Cori, 
the ſacred exerciſe of preaching intolamentable con. Fern 
teempt.chrough their abſurde, ſenceleſſe, andirreligious * * 
oloſſes and paraphraſes,and diſcomſes:whiles they have 


choſen rather fo ro doe,then tobe accounted, /do/ſheap» 


herds, Dumbe dogges, No Miniſters, and ſuchlike ? Se- | 


condly hath it not made the Brownifts confidently to re- 

proach vs, that our Churchis no Church,our Sacra-,,, 

ments no Sacraments,our Prince andpeople Infidels,as pookes gc: 

not being baptiſed at all , our Chriſtian Congregations gon. 

prophane multitudes, &c. only becauſe ſome inthe Mis {h.Charch, 

niſtery could not or did not preach ? Fut inthis pointe it pag 339- 

would be conſidered eſpecially,firſt that it is notpoſhble 

to haveal Miniſters men of worth, tilal Church-livings 

be very ſufficient to maintaine men of worth. Secondly 

that the way 'toinvite men of beſt partes to take vpon 

them the Miniſtery,is not to expoſe and ſubiect that cal- 

Jing,to want and beggery, which inthe third part ofthis 

thcir comp'aint,theſe men doe principally intend . And 

laſtly char howſoever theſe men doe pleaſe themſelues 

1m heir extemporary gitt; yet many of them, though in 

ſhew very audatious , doe notwithſtanding deſerve for tHar.conf, cx 

theit groſſe ignorance , to bee blotted out of the number rr 1 

of preachers, truely ſo called. - wp ay 
2  Howcharitabletheſe menare, that would haue mns &c Vnde 

men © removedout of the Miniſtery becauſe they cannor {* _ 

preach; ( whereas ſome of them were intreated to take fmplicicate 


that funion vpon them,when men more able couldnot "gy pro 
. be . 


v. 
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be gotten; andothers intheir younger yeares,haue bene 
of more ſufficiencie,then now their age,ficknes,or other 
infirmitie,wil permit them tobee: ) And how iudicious, 
that would haue them #0 marnetarne preachers , who (for 
the moſt parte) haue not wherewich for to mainetaine 
themſclues , weeleaue to the conſideration of the wite. 
How much betrer hath our Church deviſed, to ſupply 
the detes of iome men,in ſome places otmeane valew, 
by other meanes? As namelie by the frequent reading of 
*Zanc. Conf. the Scriptures: A matter more ®availeable vnto faith & 
—_— godlines,then the Petitioners doe imagine; and woulde 
Pr bemuchmoreitic were not broughr into conterypr, by 
2 B, Ridlcyro their ſuggeſtions, 2 By a moſt religious and ex:cl/ent 
M., Urindall *formeot Common praicr.3 By Sermons and Homilies 
— _ printed andappointed to be read, both forthe conficma- 
that brother tion of the faith, and for reformation of manners. All 
Knox,could yhich ina Church notnew to be planted, burnowe let- 
not bear with . 
ourbookeot ledand well grounded inthe profeſſion of the trutk ; are 
ems praicr, grdinarie efteCtual meanes,to continue and increaſe the, 
Ke ere inthetruc faith and feare of God, Herevnto may be ad- 
keth againſt ded the manifold proviſions in our Church , for ſermons 
me Letany, quarterly,or morcoften , inthoſe Cures, where the In- 
vellhowe hee Cumbents cannot preach, 
can or dare a 5 That Non-yeſiaency be not permitted It isa wattrer 
youchn& 8c. fwiſe and ſound deliberation, firſt,” what Non-reſiden-- 
The bounds CIC 133 for manie men in our Church, haue two parithes 
of Pariſhes committed totheir chardge , which both willnor make 
—_— 'u- one living. Againe , manie haue but one pariſh vnder 
; * themwhichyerwouldrequire more then two, or tenne 
men toſpeakeat oncetoallthe Congregation. Second- 
ly itis,andlong hath beene permitred,by wiſe and godly 
Magiſtrates,that haue given way toit, by theirpolitiue 
prudent 
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prudentlawes,as necefſary,in ſome Caſes,in a few men, 
and them ('generallieandby intendment) ofthe beſt de- 
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ſerrs. Thirdly that itis abſolutelie vnJawful, & inno * ſort tothe 2. creas 
to be {uffered,neither hath beene proved, norever will, *iſc of:he Av- 


by all the Par/tazesin the Land. Fourthly,in what Con- 
grvity may he becountedan idle Ngn-reſident,thatis al- 
waies preſent and taketh paines,in ſome part; andofren 
in everie parte of his charge? Fiftlie , there are-not 
more intolerable Non-reſidents in England , then ſome 
of thoſe, that are either included ia the zh:a/angafore 
mentioned,or that favourthis theirattempr: Eſpeciallic 
if they ſhalbce meaſured, by thoſe places of Scripture, 
ahich they are wont toalleage againſt \ an-re/idents.af- 
ter the Texts be well examined. Laſtlie, it is notpoſit- 
ble;(as Churchlivings are now *a'lotted)thatſimplic no 
NXN 8n-reſidencze (houlde beepermitted, and yetwithall,a 
learned Miniſteric mainetained , Princes and Peeres of 
the Landattended,Colledges and Cathedrail Churches 
continued,the Vniverſitics preſent,and hope of luccefli. 
on in them forhereafter,preſerved,propagated,and fup- 
orted. 
F 4 The Marriace of Minifters wee doe not dillike, 
but maintaine the Jawfulnes thereof againſt the Church 
.ot Rome: and humblie deſire (if chere be need,)that the 
ſupreme Magiſtrate,will adce therevnto,by his royal aus 
thoritie andthe law of the Jand,fuch farther ſtrength and 
confirmation,as ſhalſeeme fic tohis high wiſdome. 

5 Weknow of yo ſubſcription that is vreed,, which 

4 not agreeableiolaw,itequiredbytheorders of our Vni- 
verſitie,neceſlaricin a Chriſtian Common-wealth, pro» 

Hrable for the Church of God, approucable by alliudici+ 


ſu. 
heads can poſe 


race, 


s To alter the 


precinCts of 
pariſhes,is a 
mztecr of 
greater con- 
ecuence, the 
the Abſirafoy 
or many moe 
h ſhallow 


libly c 6ceaucs 


.ous Jearned men , anddi{likedot none , buta few folke, 


C that 


Lg 
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thatare overmuch addicted to their own opinions. Who 


- Thelawes & otwithitanding where * they beare the ſway, itis worth 


Qtatucs of Gen, 


lathe forme the Conſideration, how ſtriftly they tie allthem that wil 


- ag 5 200 live amongthem,to the obſervation of their Church gOe 


receiue,SeR.2 VErnment, Andin truth,(fothe things in themſclues bee 


Bezainvza not jntollerable) better ſo,then that which is here pro- 
Cal pag 9.10. 


poſed, Forthenot vr3ing ofaconformitic in Church diſ- 
cipline, is to ſet open the high way to all diſorder and 
Confuſion. 


. 
3. Concerning Church marnetenance,. 


I Hat Biſhops leaue their Cimendams. In calc ſome 


ofthe auncient revenew might beereſtored to 

their Bilhoprickes,hee were vtterlie vnworthie 
to be a Biihop,that would delire a Commendam , But,as 
now the moſt of them are impaired,to take away from al 
Bithops al manner of Commendams,is (in truth) to ticthe 
Kings hands,that heſhalnot be able, though hee would, 
(and where he wilnot,no Commendamcan be given; ) to 
make his moſt faithful ſervatits , or other men of beſt de- 
ſert in the Miniſterie,able to mainetainetheir places and 
callings,by his Maicſtics favour, and gracious diſpenſa- 
tion; when otherwile their Biſhoprickes are nat ſuffici- 
catſotodoe. Soasifitbee wel wayed, they doe notſo 


much iatend in-this particular to impoverith ſome fewe 


Piſhops, as indeed vtterly tooverthrow them , and ge- 
nerally to reſtraine the Kings prerogatiue- 

2 Ofctheſamenatureisrhatiwhich followeth. For 
no man except hee bee the Kings Chaplaine may holde 
Three benefices with Cure; and thoſe of his Highnes own 
gilt, Sothat here allo they deſiretolimit the Kings fa- 
VOUT: 
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vour. Apaineit is notknowne,that there be fiue inal this 
land,that hold three ſuch benefices. andthen what good 
dealing is thisin the Petitioners , to make the worlde be- 
leeue, thatitis a comon fault,which is ſcarſe tobe found 
in a few? 

3 Their diſpoſing of Impropriations , doeth notably 
bewray theirlacke of © Colcienceztheir little loue'to Jear- 
ning and religion; their temporizing and fitting their 
motions tothe Laities good liking. For who ſcerh not 
that it would bee the certaine overthrow and vtrer ruine 
of Biſhoprickes, Colleges, andCathidrallCharches;ittheir 
Impropriations ſhould bee demiſedtothe Vicars or Curates 
the Incumbents at the old rent , without fine, without ime 


pRm—_—_ ? Againe who be they,and how many, that * 


y this meanes would be provided for? A few, and thoſe 
the meaneſt ofthe Cleargy. But the inconveniences that 
would hereof enſue,are verie many,&intollerable.Ther- 
fore we reſeruethat diſcourſe, to a fit opportunitie, On 
the other {ide,who doth not know, that for a Lay-man to 
hold an Impropriation(which # a Tith)is originallie vn- 
lawful,and cleane contrary to theirfirſt inſtitution? Yer 
cheſe men in althcir puritie,zeale,& confcience,canc6- 
rentthemſelues,and their preaching [ncumbents,vvich 
the ſeventh parte onely ofan Impropriation , ina Lay- 
mans fee. = 

' 4 Aretheſeal,orthe beſt meanes,that « Thou/ande 
me, ſuch a5 they wonldbe reputed,can propoſe to his High. 
nes for the bettering of the Church maintenance? If we 
mightknow that it would ſtand with his Maicſties good 
liking,and ſhould not be impured vnto vsas abreach of 
dutie; It were very poſſible,that the men whomthey ſo 
much contemne,woulde bee able to propoſe ſome other 
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courſe for the bettring of the Church maintenance,wich- 


out the alterationoriniurie ofany other ſtate. 
4 Concerning Charch Diſcipline. 
I Nder thenameof their D;/e;p4me,we haue bin 


heretoforetaught by theſe men to vnderltand, 
The kingaome of Chriit vpon earth. A thinge of 


*Ecclef Diſci, 39 Heſſe importance then the © Gofpellof Chriit Ieſus; A 


pag 12. 


TCEpſt to 


- _— of ved vpon pine of damnation; An eſſentiallmarke of the 
nglan 


eſſentiallpart of the Goſpell: A matter of faith tobe recet- 


true Church: without the which our Church was noChurch 
our faith no f aith our Goſpellno Goſpell,ee. Anditis now. 


*come to beſo indifferent, as that it may bee adminiſtred 


accordingly;9y els at the leaſt, that theſe exormities may 
bee redreſſed? willitnowe ſufterſuchan Or els , af the 
leaſt? 

Were weperlwaded,that their Dr/crplenetheir Preſe 
bytery,the lite and being of their Deſcrp/rne,were indeede 
of Chriſtes inſtitution ; were we per{waded it were «part: 
of. Gods word, an eſſentiall part of his word; couid wee be 
contented robe witnour it? Could we content our felues 
toliue any where,but vnder it? VVould we not redeeme 
jewich mach periiland paine? With certaine Jofle? And 
that wil.ingly? 

But the experience-that his moſt excellent Maieſty 
hath had , of the manif>1d milchietes and mileries , 
that attendtheir pretenoed Diſcipline, doth make them 
not dare to ſpeake plainly for it. They therefore faulterin, 
fecking toobrainethar, which yet inhartthey docaffect,. 
and ſpecially delire . | © 
Butto theſe Ezormitzes; theſe heznwous Enormities. Is 

| it 
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-rnot well,that now atlength, theſe quick ſighted men, 
can eſpyc no fowler exormtzesinour Church governe» 
ment? 


Enormities, 


H AT FExcommunication come not forth on- 
der the name of Lay perſons. Firſt , it may 
truly be ſaid,that though « did come foorth 
vnder the name ofa Chauncelour, ora Comiſlary; yet 


came it not torth vnder the nameof Lay-perſons. For a 


Chauncelour ora Comiſlary , is not a Lay-man in this 
caſe:The ordinary and he are but Pn index .Or rather 


whatſoever the Chauncelour doth in this behalfe., hee * 


doth it inthe autority of the Ordinary,aceording tothe 
power that is committed vnto him, A thing not vnuſual 


jn the civill tate : wherein the Lord-Chauncelour doth - 


diſpole of many thinges, which are Originally in the 
Crowne; andagaine,, writeth Teſte weipſo vnto manic 
particulars that never paſle by bill aſſigned. -. 
Secondly,no Lay-Chauncelour or Comiſlary what- 
ſoever doth at any time excomunicate any mans or ſen= 
deth out in his ow»e name any excomunication, Burthis 
is the praQtile of the Church of England. In*thectfuring 
of notorious & more grievouscrimes, the Arch-biſhop, 


*Conſt.Fecle; 
1597.cap.dc 
Exceſt circa 


the Bithop,the Deane,the Arch-deacon, or a Preben- £xcom. retor, 


dary that is a Prieſt, pronounceth the ſentence of Exc6- 
munication in his owne perſon. Andin matters oflefle 
offence,as contumacy in not appeating and the like, the 
Vicar ger. erall,Officiall,or Comiſſary , that is not in hoke 
orders, houldeth this courſe. Firſt vpon knowledge and 


examinatio of the cauſe, he adiudgerththeparty worthy: , 
& 
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iPerperuall 
povern.ofthe 
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to be excommunicate;then the Miniſter /aſſociated vn- 
to him by expreſle authority from the Ordinary ) doth 
pronounce the ſentence of excommunication againſt 
him;Laſtly the Chauncelour ſenderh to the Por of the 
pariſh,wherethat party dwelleth, requiring him publik- 
ly to declarethe ſaide party to be a perſon excommuni. 
catcd bythe ſentence of the Miniſter his affociate . And 
all this,according tothe forme of the Articles ſert forth 
by her Maieſties auftority Ann, 1597. 

Thirdly,are not theſe exceller Emormity makers , that 
can findeſuch an Emormtie in the N ame of a Lay-man, 
(in whoſe namenotwithſtandingthe excommunicaticn 
never cometh forth, )when yet ifit did come forth in his 

-name,the nature of the thing itſelfe is ſuch,as iuſtly can - 
not be reproved? They are not ignorant,that excommus«- 
nication doth proceedas is afore-ſaid;if not in the name, 
yetinthe Autority and Iuriſdiction of the Piſhoppe, or 
ſomeother chiefe Clergy-man, towhomthe power of 
the Keyes doth belong, and vnto whom the Church of 
_—_ hath aſſigned the execution of that part of our 
Diſcipline, VVhoif they vie the adviſe and Miniſtery of 
a wiſe andreligious Civilian, indecreeing whois to bee 
excommunicate;( VV hervpon thoſe? outwardpenalties 
doenſue, which attend the auQtority,and follow the ſen- 
rence ofexcommunication in this Church and Comon 
wealth: ) how doth that in any wile violate Chriſts Inſti- 
tution as touchingexcommunication ? 

Laſtly, ifthe Diſcipline they longe for , were once on 
foote among vs, wee ſhould then heare tell of certaine 
Lay-perſons that ought to have aprincipallhand in their 
Excommunications . Thus as they are weake in Iudge- 
ment for matter of learning in this point, not being able 
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to reſolve of any thing in certaine; ſoarethey as partiall 
in preſcribing their plottes for matrerof praQtife z whiles 
they reprove that in others,which in themſelves they do 
allow. Except peradventure they will tell vs , (and wee - 
muſt needs beleeve them) that their Lay E/aersbecome + 
Clergy men 7p/o fa&o,becaulc they are of their Coſiſto- | 
ry;and haue voices (according totheirlearning Jin theſe 
Eccleſiaſticall cenſures, | FTheorderef | 
2 That none bee excommunicated for 8 trifles and ones” 
twelue penny matters. They arenot . Contempt is then' Scor. Prine, 
the greater,when the marter wherein they ſhewe their (Me 157% 
contempr,is ofleſſer valew: As contrariwile, obedience _y ſmall of- 
| is then morecommendable,when itis ſeenc ina matter fence,may 
of greater difticulty. Buttheſe men areſo accuſtomed to — 
diſobedience,that they account it but a trifle; And ther- cation,by rea. 
fore catumniate vs andour diſcipline , as if with vs men 29.9f mecS- 
wereexcommunicated fortrifles ,'when (intruth) they beflmonesd 
arecenſured for their contempr. the offendor. : 

3 That nonebe excommunicated, without conſent of 
his Paſtor. /Vithout conſent, is acaptious terme. Forin 
onr vnderſtanding, the Miniſter of the pariſh doth give 
his conſent,when he pnbliſheth the excommunicartion z 
as alſo when hee doth certify what hee hath done in de- 
nouncing of the ſame. And this manner of conſent, weeg 
take to be ſufficient , and as much as is requiſite ina pri- 
vatc Paſtorthathathno Iuriſdiction. . 

But what isit that theſe men doe meane? Would they 
(thinke you )thatevery Paſtor ſhould have a Negative 
inche excommunicating of his pariſhioners ? VYndoub- 
tedly they would. Thereby inteding the vtter overthrow - 
of the preſent Church government,and in ſteede therof 


the ſetting vp ofa Presbitegyin every pariſh, Orrather, 
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that which is worſe (if worſe may be) the innobling ofe-< 
very particular paſtour tro excommunicate by himſelte 

VPerpetuall b algae, 

gore Except peradventure they wil ſay, that the particular 

pagz2tz, Paſtoroughttobe ioynedin commiſſion withthe Chan. 

celour . And then behold what wouldeenſue. On the 
Miniſter,a world of troubles : he mult be1ent for as oft as 
any of his parith is preſented; he muſt attend the hearing 
and debating of the whole cauſe; he mult bee preſent as 
oft as the Chauncelour ſirteth , as longas the matter de« 
pendeth: to his great travaile and paines , his exceſſiue 
chardge , and the caullefle neglecte of his calling. On 
the other fide,ifthis Miniſter wilbe wlful,andia fine dif- 
ſent from the Chauncelour in opinion; thenis al thela- 
bour loſt; the Iudge hath ſpent bis (kil and care in vaine, 
and the Biſhops Conſiſtory muſt downeto the ground: 
cither Paftor mult prevaile,or nothing muſt be done;To 
. the intollerable hinderance of Iuitice , andexceflive de- 
triment of theplaintife . Theſe and the like, are the well 
adviſed propolitions,whereof there is ſtore in their Diſ- 
cipline. By which it doth ſufficiently appearc, that as 
yeritis not thoroughly refined. 
4 Extorting of unreaſonable fees, who approveth? 
Who difliketh not? VV ho would not haue it redreſſed, in 
iConſtirEccl. any that offend ? Beſides there are very * ſevere laws al- 

—_— ready madein that behalte. 

Eccles 5 Fammningout of Iuriſdidtions and Regiſters places, 
though we commende itnot,nor greatlic like of it ; yetir 
is of it ſelfe a matter indifferent; neither good nor ill, bur 
aSitis vicd. 

»ChilLaod, 6 Thereſtraint of Marriage at certaine times(falle: 

Can. Jycalleda Popiſh Canon) was © aunciently viedinthe 

Church 
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Church of God;& beingrightly vnderſtood, is now c6- 


mendable in this of ours. | 

7 The Long-ſomnes of Suits in Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
152 matter of fatt,not of Conſtitution; nor isthe fault of 
the Courte, norofthe Iudge neceſſarily (as theſe men 
would ſeemeto imply, ) but ſometimeerror in pleading, 
ſometime the intricatenes of the cauſe,ſomtime the per- 
verlcoeſſe of the Clyent, ſometimethe cunning of the 
Proctors,arethe occaſion that ſuites depend long. And 
when all isſaid,that they can ſay, this is none other fault, 
then is incident tothe courſe of Tuſtice at the Common 
Law:and might befall their Conſiſtory, ora better and 
more equallkinde of triall. 

8 TheOthex officio, is vied asit ought, by men of 
place, of wiſedome, andexperience:by men of religion, 
learning , and conſcience, Vnto whomthe authority to 
adminiſter it as occaſion is offered docth iuſtly belong, 
not by ſpecial commiſſion only, but by the lawes of this 
land,by the two Lawes Canon and Civikand by the war- 
rantof ſundry examples of the word of God:as that wor- 'The Apoloy. 
thy and learned Deane of Arches (the ornament and ho- *P{5 £008 
nor of' hu profeſſion in his time ) in his iudicious! Apolo- tothe ende of 
gy of certaine proceedings in Courts Eceleſiaſtical,doth >< fame. 
prouc at large. | 

9 Licenſes for Marriaze without Banes, aremoſt 
cautiouſly graunted; andthat vpon ® ſevere puniſhment = Conſt. Fe. 
to enſue, it fo be the Conſtitution be violated . Bur what 7597+ cap:d< 
wil fatiſhe theſe men , who thus intimate vnto his High- A 
neſſe,that there is rigor inthe former point, and negli- 
genceinthis, whenas all moderation and carefulneſſe 
is vied in them both ? 

Andare not theſe heynous enormities ? 

D Their 
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Their Concluſion, 

He idle vaunt that the Petitioners make of being a+ 

ble toſhew that theſe andother ſuch abaſes ( as they 

callthem ) remarning and prattiſed inthe Church 

of England,are not agreeable tothe Scriptures, doeth ap- 

: The perper, PEAreto be the more ridiculous ; becauſe they haue pal- 
gover.ofChii. ſed over in deepelilence many learned * Tracts publith- 
4-9 ;o'rhe Edlong lince; wherein their vaine fancies, andilliterate 
prerchaly diſc, OdieCtionsare refutedarlarge . [fnotwithſtanding they 
——_—_— wil yet venture towrite, itwil bee anſwered; [fthey wil 
The Apol. of Acedes argue and diſpute, there are ready that wileither 
certaine pro- ſatiſhe them , or by argument ſilence them . Andwereir 
ceed iGo. otin regardthat we wouldnot ſeeme as vndutifulin ac- 
Arzeatiſe of Cepting, as they haue bin in the offering ofthis Chal- 


Eccles, 


—— 94 lendge:itis the thing we would vrge, & inſtantly entreat, 

$1{qznova.&c. that theſe matters might be debated betweene vs in wri- 

Ds diy _—_—_ ting.But in the mean time, what motios are thele for the 

The Reman. Reformers to make vnto a moſt prudentPrince in his ſet- 

france, led & peaceablegovernment;who tor many yeares,hath 

tam? hadtrialinthat his other kingdome,of theirpretededre. 

The 5.bookes formation;& in this alſo hath ſeene the gracious effcctes 

ofthe laws of ynder her Maicfties late happy Raigne, of thar Church 
=<cel pit diſcipline , which they would ruinate and overthrow. 

God hath appointed hu Majeſtie unto thu kingdome, 

Itis true; and wee magnifie the goodnefle of God for ir, 

and congratulate his Highnes inthe proſperous poſleſſt- 

on of it, trom the groundof our hearts. Burt that God 

hath appointed him to this kingdome for ſuch a purpoſe 

a they conceite; what (pirit of divination is in them, that 

they ſhould foreſpeake it? Nay rather, ſeeingaimightie 

God hath ordained himas tle great Phyſition (next and 

immediately vnder himſclfe , ) to rake care of the body 


politique, bo:h of this Church and Common-wealthzhe 
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will furely cure ſuch difeaſes , as theſe men areſicke of. 
(For turbulent and diſcontented humors, whether in 
Papiſt,or in Puritane arelike to breede very daungerous 
diſcaſes in a civil ſtate: ) And notto be perſwaded (as 
they fondly imagine) by ſuch ſuggeſtions as theſe , to al- 
ter that ſtate of the Church, which is acceptable ro 60d, _ 
honourable to his Highnes,comfortableto many thou- \,7"*lenere 
{and Miniſters,the Nurſe of good learning, admirable to hath wrirten 
ſtrangers,approved by our * Oppoſites,envied of our e- or m_ _"— 
' nemies,difſtaſtfull vntonone , but ſuch as know neither 5c is. 
how torule,nor how toobey. ; 

The very names of Paniſhments are vnpleaſaunt in- 
deede; burthe things themſelues are neceſſarie ſome- 
times, and theix effeCts good and profitable for preſerva- 
tion of the who'e; howſoever the induring of the,may be 
grievous in the particular. And hee that wil indifterently 
colider the true cauſes ofthe correios here metioned; 
ſhal haue iuſt cauſe to approuethe luſtice, * & commed * Thevery 
the mildnes, that hath bin vſed towards this fort of men, 2*mcs of the 

As for thatclauſe of Mens traditions, itis tootooodi- — _ 
ous; & would imply ſuperſtition or popery to be in ſome tormaris, viz. 
of them. But how vainly & how iniuriouſly;hath in ſome £7! wm 

? Diſcipline, 

ſort bin heretofore declared. 

That other of being preiudicialito none bat thoſe that 
ſeeke thetr ownee+e. isas iniurious toall the reſt of the 
Miniſters ofthis land. Bewe the men that are ſo addited 
tO our owne Ouiet,Credite , and Commoditie in the world? 
Wherethen be rhe fruits of our covetouſnes, the effects 
of our ambition,the markes of our idlenes? We bee the 
men,that in the teſtimony ofa good Conſcience, for the 
repelling of ſuch a malicious cotumely,& ſlatiderous re- 
proach, may truly ſay: We put not outour mony to Vſu- 
ry zwedeteſt al filthy lucre; we _—_ our {clues withe 
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inour Vocations; we forſake not our holy callings; weo-. 
mitnot to labour inour ſeveral chardges; we ſuſtaine the 
places of great labour travaile and expenſe, wee neglect 
not in publike,in private,in word, in writing, athome 8 
abroad;toputtoſilence,and ſtop the mouth ofthe com- 
mon Adverfary,which theſe men haue enlarged againſt 
vs,andour molt holy faith, 

Toconclude, therhing they ſecke is /o preindreial, 
both tothe Civil ſtate in general, and in particular,toſo 
many of the very beſtof the Miniſtery ;thatif ic ſhoulde 
take eftet, (but Godof his mercy, & the Kings moſt ex- 
cellent Maieſtic in his Chriſtian wiſdome , wilnot ſuffer 
it) it would breede aſtrange alteration in the one; and in 
the other it would for the preſent , not only impoveriſh 
vs, andour Vriverlities, but make both them and vs, 
and the whole Clearpgy very baſe and contemptible in 
the eies of our own pcople,as allo By-word & a skorne 
toour neighbour nations; And for ſucceeding ages , it 
would cut of all hope ofa learned Miniſtery,and of that 
| omg learning,vvbichasyetis, and heretofore hath 

cene, the glorie and honour of this kingdome. 

For manifeſtation of this point, looke vpon the face. 
of all the reformed Churches in the world; and whereſo- 
ever the deſire of theſe Petitioners doth take place, beir 
duly coltdered;Fir/,how wel their proceedings do ſuite 
with the ſtateof a Monarchy; And ther, how poverty on 
the one {1de,& lackeof tearningon the other,doth creep 
ypon the whole Clergie inthoſe Dominions , 

Astorthe firſt : woulde it not beſeeme the ſuperemi- 
nent atictority and Regall perſon ofa X7xe,tobe himſclfe 
confined within the limites of ſome particularpariſh; & 
then to ſubiect his ſoveraigne power,tothe-Pure Apoſta 
lical {{mplicity, of anoverlwayingandal-commaundin 
5 2g Prel- 
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Presbirery ? VVould it not doe him much good, in arime 


of neede,thathis people ſhould be rooted and grounded. 


in this truth , viz. That his mecke and humble Clergie, 
haue power 0 bind their King inchaines , & their Prince 
;n lincks of iy7? i hat is,(in their learning)rocenſure him, 


toenioine him penance,toexcommunicatehim?yea (in. 


caſe they fee cauſe)to proceede againſt him,as a Tyrant? 

VVeſpeakenot heere of other points,as namely,that 
all appeales in cauſes Ecclefiaſtica!l, (and what doe they 
not make Eccleſiaſticall? ) muſt finally lye , not vntothe 
Prince,but vmtothe Aſſembly Provinciall;That they al- 
Jow the ſupreme Magiltrate , nor peteatem juris, bur 
only fa&i;while they nzake him,the maintainer of their 
proceedings,but nocommanderin them. Theſe and the 


like,are but petty Abridgments of the Przrogatiue Roy. *T-C.l pag, 


I 30; 


all,while yerthe King * /ubmits hu ſcepter vntothe ſcep- 
ter of Chriit , and lickes the duſt of the Charches feete. 

Neither may it be truly ſaid, that theſe are onel]y ſpe- 
culations. There are ſome of high place yet aliue ,ando- 
ther ſome are dead, that haue felce rhe ſmarte heereot in 
their owne experience, and have ſ{cenethe worſt of all 
this put in woful execurion. 

Astothelecond, Do we not ſee it at this day verified 
among them,which hath beene ſo often truly ſaide,% as 
often vnaduiſedly denied,that Honos alt arres;and con- 
trariwiſe, where due reward of learning & liberallmain- 
renance of the Miniſtery,is fraudulently impayred,or in- 


iurioully taken away ,* their Religionand learning come EcclefizCdif 
to decay ? Their Aeheilme and Barbariſme & Confulig. ©? P35" 514 


mult needes enſue ? Ir istoapparent, thatasthe reve- 
newes of thoſe Churches haue bin embeazeled by men 
of corrupt mindes , which ſaide in their hearts, as it isin 


the Plalme, Let vs take toour ſelues the houſes of Goarn pgs; r 
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Poſſeſſion: To the remainder of that grounded learning, 
which was bredde vp in former times , is nowe through 
ſucceſlion of time,almoſt cleane worne out : 

Nec bonatam ſequitur,quam bona prima futt. 
Inſomuch, that there is neither ſufficient maintenice in 
thoſe parts for any ſtore of excellent learned menznor yet 
many men brought vp among the in this laſt reforming 
age,worthy of that wonted honorable maintenance. 

 Godknowes weſpeake not this with a detraCting fpi- 
rit,but with griefe of hart : toſce the ruines of the Mini- 
ſtery in particular, & generally of al profound learning in 
other reformed Churches. As likewiſe to ſtirre vp this 
whole Nation, toa thankefullacnowledgement ot that 
ſingular bleſſing in this behalfe, which God of his good- 
neſle hath longe,and yer doth continue, vnto vs of this 
Realme. Andwith all,to put to ſilence the malicious in- 
gratitude of thoſe evil] men,which looking vpon vs ard 
this Church,through the coulored glaſle ot their praiu- 
dicate opinios;can ſee nothing among vs, but defet7s.0& 
deformities,and abuſes aud Enormities , &the like. And 
therefore in their high diſcretion, wou!d haue vs reduced 
& made conformable,to the calamities of other places. 

Wheras/in truth)ifwe ſhal bring backe the eies of our 
minds fro forraine parts, & indifterefitly(without either 
detraQioor flattery,) rake notice ofthe preſet ſtate of this 
Church & Comonwealth;we ſhal eaſily diſcerne, thar ic 
werean incomparable happines forthem, if all thar pro-- 
feſſe the truth as it ivinChriſt leſus,were in our tonditis. 

Welſhalſee,how that our Church governmer, is du- 
ly ſubordinat vnto the ſupreme civil ſtate,& withal doth 
mightily ſupport the ſame . That ourReverend Prelates 
(meof ſingular worth,not to be matchedin any oneking 
dome)though preferred vnto higheſt roomes;do yer c6- 
rcaine 
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taine thelelues within ſuch boiids,as preſerue that eſtate, 
from creeping toany Papal corruptios. That our infert- 
our Clergic,by their godly & paintullabours in their Vo- 
cation,haue bin, & are the moſt effetual meanes,to ſet- 
tie the tranquillity of this landzby inducing mens mindes 
vnto piety towards God, Loyally totheir King , & Civill 
honeſty amog thelelves. That our people generally,(ex- 
ceptingſome few Malecotents of al forts , who weleaue 
to the mercy of the Magiſtrate) are invred vntopeace, 
accuſtomed to ſubjeQio,deteſt dilloyalty,8& with all ala- 
crity yeeld their obedience vnto their Soveraigne. 

That the Colledges, the Cathedral Churches , the 
Biſhops,& other Miniſters of this Land, have yet remai- 
ning vntothe,(yer,after the many 8 great ſpoilesof this 
Church ; which notwithſtanding, never proſpered with Saraviade 3a 
the chat got th&;but were as ruſt tothe reſt of their ſilver 839. 
& their gold,or as acavker , that fretted out rhemſelues, 
their polteriry,or their poſleſſios:)that yet there is remai 
ning vnto the, more competent,& {ufficient maintenice; 
more cofortable & honorable encouragmets; then there 
are, vnto al other the reformed churches in Chriſtedge. 

Thar anſwerable thervnto, (to ſtop that mouth of ini- 
quity,which is wont to traduce vs,for 4 dumb,unlearned, 

/doll Miniſter) there are at this day , morelearned men 

in this Land, in this one Kingdome; then are to be found 
amongalthe Miniſters ofthe Religion,in France, Flann- 
ders,Germany,Poleland, Denmyarke, Geneva, Scotland or 
(ro ſpeake in a word)in al Europe beſides. 

Vhich yer, may nor juſtly be imputed vnto vs for va- 
nity.rhe Apoſtle that knew how tobe abaſ{ed,& to make !<Cor-s- 
himſcltc of no reputation; yet whe the impeaching of his PO 
perſonallgifts , was abuſed tothe diſgrace of his calling: 
did without either arrogancy or folly,giue his perrators 
plaines. 
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plainly & roundly to vnderſtand,thathe was not inferior 
ro the chiefe Apoſtles;nay that he labored more thEthey 
all; & ſoby his own 1uſt defence & comendation,did free 
himſelfe,his worth, & his Vacation, from their baſe and 
odious imputations , In alike cale (we doubt not)atruth 
may be averredof our ſelues,even byour ſelues, without 
any oftentation at all; when it is ſo iniurioufly jimpeach- 
ed andtroden vnder foote,to the high diſbonorof God, 
the diſgrace of his Goſpell,& tothe {launder of this molt 
Chriſtian Common-wealth, Yea the rich metcics, that 
ood hath cotinued vnto vs,now this fiue & forty yeares, 
ought to repleniſh our harts with ioy ; ſo that our lippes 
{bould breake forth with thankefulnes and {ing, 2» fee 
cit taltter omni nationi; ncitherhauethe Regions round 
about vs,beene made partakers of the like bleſſings. 
Now the Father of Mercies,and Godof al Conſolati- 
on,cnlarge the wiſe and vnderſtiding hart, of our thrice 
noble King; noble in birth, noble in wiſedome , noble in 
all manner of goodlearning;afliſt him ever with his holy 
ſpirir,the ſpiritof Councell,offancification, & of truth: 
make him admirable in the ſwaying of this Scepter as 
was Salomoninall the world, as long as he walked in the 
firſt waies of his father David: Thar ſo hee may longe 
weare this mortall Crowne, inall abundance of Piety, 
Peace,8& Proſperity; & hereafter obtaine that immorral 
Crowne,that Chriſt hath purchaſed for them , which by 
continuance in well doing, ſecke glorie and honour and ms- 
moertalitite 
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